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Coal regions worldwide are undergoing profound industrial restructuring. Both China and Europe face multiple
practical challenges in pursuing energy transition and green growth, underscoring the urgent need for cross-
regional exchange of experience and policy learning, including:

J Geopolitics and structural constraints: Geopolitical and trade tensions slow transition momentum, while
structural path dependency further constrains economic diversification.

*  Energy-climate policy trade-offs: Persistent tension between ensuring energy security and achieving
emissions reduction goals.

¢  Economic competitiveness pressures: Rising energy costs and evolving policy frameworks are
weakening industrial competitiveness, especially in energy-intensive sectors. Slow development of
alternative industries, resulting in weaker regional growth and persistently high unemployment.

e Territorial inequality risks: Widening regional disparities, with less-developed areas bearing a
disproportionate transition burden.

. Governance and implementation gaps: Barriers in transition financing, stakeholder participation, and
long-term sectoral transformation.

In Europe, high energy costs and evolving climate and trade-related policy frameworks are placing additional
pressure on industrial competitiveness, increasing uncertainty for energy-intensive industries. The
development of alternative industries in former coal regions has also progressed slowly in some areas,
contributing to persistent employment challenges during the transition process. Meanwhile, the Just Transition
Fund continues to encounter implementation barriers related to fund allocation, stakeholder participation, and
long-term industrial transformation.
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Against this backdrop, this workshop is convened in Wuppertal, Germany, focusing on the economic
revitalization and just transition of coal regions in China, Germany, and Poland. The discussions will discuss
how to strengthen regional and industrial competitiveness while advancing green growth. Participants will
explore practical approaches including multi-level governance mechanisms, innovative transition financing,
deep decarbonization of traditional industries, pathways for alternative industries, and cross-regional
cooperation. Through dialogue and comparative exchange among the three countries, the conference aims to
identify transferable policy tools and financing models that can support coal regions in sustaining economic
vitality and employment while progressing toward net-zero emissions.
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Interpretation F{EARSS

Simultaneous translation service in English and Chinese 12t EHEIRSS

We kindly ask that you attend only if you have received our invitation.
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Agenda ¥ £

09:00-09:20

09:20-10:30

Opening Session Fi%
Moderator E#FA:

Professor Kevin Tu, Managing Director, Agora Energy China

RIEE 348, [BAREE (Agora China) REIREH

Opening remarks
e

Prof. Dr.-Ing. Clemens Rohde, Director, Future Energy and Industry Systems,
Wuppertal Institute

Clemens Rohde ##% {RIAE/RSUR. AR, BERFARAT AKEERS TIVRFHBE(E

Dr. Xiaohua ZHANG, Chief Representative, ClimateWorks Foundation Beijing
Representative Office

kB it SETIEESSIEERARLERERE

Session I: Keynote Presentations — Multi-level Governance for Coal Region
Transition

S—8B: EeEH | BRERDPSERGIE

Input 1: China (15 mins)
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“Mobilising transformation at scale: China’s multi-level governance in coal triangle
area”

AR R PERER=AXNZER AR

Academician Jinnan WANG, Academician of Chinese Academy of Engineering
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Input 2: Germany (15 mins)
EEXRE 2: EEUA

“Germany’s institutional and financial pathway for structural transformation: lessons
from the Ruhr area”
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10:30-10:40

10:40-11:20

Mr. Christoph Zeiss, Senior Researcher, Future Energy and Industry Systems,
Research Unit Structural Change and Innovation, Wuppertal Institute

Christoph Zeiss 564 {RIAE/RSUR. R, BEFFARFT RRBEFESTURE SHRHAR
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Input 3: Poland (15 mins)
EERE 3: HENA

“Balancing Energy Security and Regional Transition: Poland’s Pathways for Coal-
dependent Regions”

R RLeEXIFHE: RERRERX LR

Ms. Katarzyna Smetek, Just Transition Project Manager, Forum Energii
Katarzyna Smetek &+, iKX=tz NIERETIEZIE

Input 4: ASEAN countries (15 mins)
FEERE 4. GEERRA

“Powering a Just Transition in Southeast Asia: A Multi-Level, Bottom-Up Approach
from Miners to National Governments”

BT LAENRREIAERR: Bl T, X, tUSERZER

Dr. Tatiana Lanshina, Project Lead Power System Transformation, Agora
Energiewende

Tatiana Lanshina 8%, Agora BERERNCIR BHRFHEAIMBEE

Q&A 10 mins

Break &ERX

Session Il: Panel - Maintaining Regional Competitiveness in the Net-zero Transition

F 8w BRWie | VERTEE, SERIEES:D
Moderator E}FA:

Mr. Timon Wehnert, Co-Head of Research Unit International Energy Transitions,
Wuppertal Institute

Timon Wehnert 564 (RIAE/RSR, NE, 8ERARET RReeRS T RSB EiReE
IREERYIR I
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11:20-11:30

Panelists:
Ms. Hong HE, Dean, Shanxi Coshare Innovation Institute of Energy & Envrionment
3k 3Tk, LIFERHNEEFRIMEEIFTARES i<

Mr. Patryk Biatas, Director of Innovation and Competence Centre, Euro-Centrum
Science and Technology Park, Katowice, Poland

Patryk Biatas 64, i=-RIE4HEZARUMNT ORKERIF SRENHOEE

Regional representative from Germany, TBD

Closing
EESE

o=

Ms. Lidia Wojtal, International Programme Lead, Forum Energqii
Lidia Wojtal Zx iK=gERICIE EfRE £E

Mr. Hu QIN, Chief Representative China, Environmental Defense Fund
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