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Background
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Central Rhenish mining region

Areas for renaturation:zirs X

Active lignite miningEgrigsFRX

) Reserved for mininggeE EFFFRX

History of coal {&/h5H

1.

The region is gradually phasing out of coal for over 20 years
already, purely due to economic reasons ZittXKHFRFRE, EL£1X
LN R 205

.Employment in the coal industry dropped from 26,000 in the

1950s to 8,500 workers in 2023 JEa{TI AT AZM 1950 FEY
26,000 A T~PEZE2023FH8,500 A

.Drivers for transitioning away from coal #%ZIKE)
.National commitment to phase out of coal in 2038 (Rhenish area

in 2030) EzxRAER2038FLMEEAER CREMBXBIR/20305F)

.Additional economic pressure from cheaper renewables, increasing

carbon tax BERAARIATBEREIRH @B KAV REEINZ T ED

.Other facts EfthE R
.Largest active lignite area in Germany EESRANFERBEFRX
.Strong need for governance coordination due to several involved

administrative regions, towns and municipalities HF ¥ RS MTEKX

. EEMHERERA, BFNRERSEDE

.National funding support: EUR 14 billion over the next 20 years

KBENFF: RFK20FRBRM140{Z2ERTTHES
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Assessment of local resources = E1FEG

Map of urban spillover

effects as part of a spatial Advantages i3
analysis MmN ILE, {F9  Highly developed, good prospects for the transition BE
ZESFTH—EHD ik, BERRIS+TIREW

1.Existing industries (paper, chemical, metal, food) B~
&R (ER. L. €EBUKEMIL)

2.Local university and research facilities ittt SRR HE

3.Positive spillover effects from nearby cities BB mAIFRHR
i L RN

4.0Overall low unemployment SRSkl ZREAE

5.Disadvantages &~&

M : h 6.Young people leave the region, lack of skilled workforce A
i o ZD TS G
Qi ind 7.Lack of capacity of local administrations to govern
bk oA complex system transformation {5 KFEIERERFERAT,
e GRS RS R B TR AT L X S

8.No integrated development approach for the coal reglon

e W IR Z — MU R B TT &



Key policies/mechanisms and sources of finance

X EIBR/ 6 R R E KR

The region ‘s long term
strategyiz it X A< HA fk B

nergie &8
Bildung e
e « Raum A5
Vision ¢
Wertschop .

Wertschopfung *
Transformation

WIRTSCHAFTS- UND STRUKTURPROGRAMM 1.1
FUR DAS RHEINISCHE ZUKUNFTSREVIER

Key policies/mechanisms in response to the advantages

and disadvantages $#¥MMBESAEHXEBSR/NE

1.

National framework for structural change in coal regions
ExREmFx XSG EIELR

.Economic and Structural Programme 1.1, plus sub-

strategies £ REMFHRE T 1.1 REFHKE

.Coordinating Body: Future Agency Rhenish Region (ZRR)

A EEMXARENIM (ZRR)

.Funding support from different levels (EU, MDBs,

national, provincial, municipal, etc) Z25&&xF (KR, £
BAERIT. BxR. 8. TF)

.Access to EU funding (Just Transition Mechanism,

Cohesion Funds, EFRE, Horizon) 3kEXKIEE R £ (N 1EEEHEY
&, BROES. MNIXKEEAEES. FEZKITL)

.National structural funds ExR%KES
.Private investments by existing companies such as the

energy company RWE IIEAQA (MEERAFFHEER, RWE)
HIFAAIZE



Progress i# 155

1.ldentification of focus areas

for economic development # Focus areas defined in the
EAFRREES strategy S¢S BB RYE < M
2.Each focus area is also a

working group, tasked to Spatial Planning nnovation

develop sub-strategies and
suggest quick response
measures & R WEFE R
\ D e e
?J_E,/l\\lﬁzgﬂ’ ﬁ;”:': I3 ¥ A, Infrastructure and Resources &
FE 12 H 1R R i Y 5 Mobility Industry T\l Agriculture
3.The strategy defines what EMRESRE ZR & W
kind of projects can be funded
under the national funding

oS Energy EIR Education

Bl & B

schemes for coal regions jZ#k International architecture and technology exhibition
& BAHA 7 BRLE T B o] kB E R KR ERERSEARR

XEF BT RER XI5



Progress I/

Project examples It E 3Ll

Setup Food Strip i3 8m/~=lHT

» Regional network for agriculture and food industry FTiEXEA W SERTIEEERZ
» Test area for agricultural innovation projects near Jlichen ¥ (EERE—E) B

RIAA BIFIR R IE X
» Objective: Supporting the diversification of the agricultural and food industry + closer

alignment with regional markets Bix: fEsiRI SEMTWSTHUAR, FERAESXIEH
I REEAR

» Funding: EUR 200,000 &% : 205G
> http://www.foodstrip.eu/

=y Brainenergy Park Jiilich RFIFESEERREEX

Il %Q.j : » intermunicipal business park on 52 hectares (Hitt52 A HR0EH LI EX
S &t A . . . : . .
el ol > Objective: stimulate new business settlements and synergies between research, industry
Sl and start-ups in the field of energy, digitalization and agricultural technology B#x: E&
BER. B ARUSARTUERIF BTG, FHEHR. TR ERIhEEFES
LHEEH

» Funding: EUR 6.3 million & : 6305RKIT
* https://www.brainergy-park.de/



http://www.foodstrip.eu/
https://www.brainergy-park.de/

Implications for other coal regions WEHItEI REIB A&

Lessons learnt &£3§

1.ZRR as coordinating institution reduced competition
among municipalities X & Xit% (ZRR) EAMIATE,
BB T ETMBEERBZENRTF

2.Development strategy is based on extensive analysis of
regional strengths X BREBE TN AMXFAENEERE D
r

3.Policy strategy focus on the support of innovation in
green technologies with BUREEZOE TRIFEZE AR EH

4.Stakeholder inclusion has been key to success and to
reduce opposition to the plans FlZEXAFHNES5ERITH
REME, RNANERTITYE RSN

5.Spatial planning can be used as a “transition
coherence check” =ZEMNEZHRREEIERT—BMENE
Z2TH




Tools and resources =& @k

« Wuppertal Institute (2023) JT:READY Just Transition Readiness Evaluation Tool
https://coaltransitions.org/tools/jtready/

« CIF (2023) Just Transition planning toolbox https://cif.org/just-transition-
toolbox/home

« Wuppertal Institute (2022) Just Transition Toolbox https://www.coaltransitions-
toolbox.org/

« EU Smart Specialisation Strategy (S3) https://s3platform.jrc.ec.europa.eu/



https://coaltransitions.org/tools/jtready/
https://cif.org/just-transition-toolbox/home
https://cif.org/just-transition-toolbox/home
https://www.coaltransitions-toolbox.org/
https://www.coaltransitions-toolbox.org/
https://s3platform.jrc.ec.europa.eu/
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